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Aimee Watson and Walter Popoff return as Chair and Vice-Chair of RDCK Board of 
Directors 

The RDCK Board acclaimed Area D Director Aimee Watson as the Chair of the Board of Directors for 2022. 
Watson has served as the RDCK Area D Director since 2014 and enters her fourth term as Chair. 

As well, the RDCK Board re-elected Area H Director Walter Popoff as Vice-Chair for 2022. Popoff has served as 
the RDCK Area H Director since 2008 and enters his third term as Vice-Chair. 

The Board Chair and Vice-Chair are elected annually by the Board of Directors and serve a one-year term. 

RDCK adopts vaccination policy 

The RDCK Board adopted a COVID-19 vaccination policy. This policy is an enhanced safety measure with the 
objective of mitigating the potential for spread of COVID-19. All employees and fire service volunteers must 
provide proof they are fully vaccinated by December 3, 2021 or they will be required to meet enhanced safety 
measures to be able to work inside at any RDCK worksite (facilities, offices, fire departments).  

The policy balances the diverse needs of RDCK employees and the community, but ensures nobody will lose their 
job based on their decisions or personal situations related to vaccination.  

Regional FireSmart Program  

The RDCK Board endorses the application made to the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) Community Resiliency 
Investment Program in order to operate a Regional FireSmart Program in 2022. The total amount of the grant 
request is $603,225. The funds will go towards providing a strong and robust FireSmart program, hire a wildfire 
mitigation specialist to deliver the FireSmart and Neighbourhood Recognition programs, coordinate and 
participate in community FireSmart resiliency committees, and provide wildland firefighter training to RDCK 
regional fire services. 

The Board also approved the commitment of $20,000 to the Regional FireSmart Program from Rural 
Administration.  

Respectful Behaviour Bylaw 

The RDCK Board direct staff to prepare a bylaw for Respectful Behaviour for all RDCK worksites, including 
engagement with RDCK workers performing their duties on private property and at public meetings.  

Board Highlights 
November 18, 2021 

mailto:info@rdck.bc.ca


 
Page | 2  

 

Over the last 20 months there has been an increase in the number of incidents involving members of the public 
behaving inappropriately. Incidents range from vandalism to violence to harassment; incidents that jeopardize 
the safety and well being of residents, visitors and RDCK staff.  

The goal of this bylaw is to ensure better service and a safe, healthy, respectful environment for residents that 
used RDCK facilities. It will also allow the RDCK to fulfill its obligation to provide a workplace that is free of 
violence, bullying and harassment.  

Recreation Commission No.10 Funding 

The RDCK Board direct staff to repeal and replace Portion of Electoral Area E (Recreation Commission No.10) 
Recreational Program Bylaw to increase the annual requisition limit for the service area. Currently taxation 
generates only $1,000 for recreation in Procter, Harrop, Balfour and Queens Bay. The annual requisition limit for 
the service area will increase to $0.0757 per $1,000 assessed value, which will fund expanded recreation 
programming in the service area. Approval for the taxation increase will be sought by the alternative approval 
process as outlined in the Local Government Act. This process will allow the residents affected by the taxation 
increase to provide their input to the RDCK.  

Discretionary Grant 

AREA A       
Creston Ministerial Association – Christmas Food Hampers     $1,000 
South Kootenay Lake Community Services Society – East Shore Fitness Centre Sidewalk $2,200 

AREA B       
Creston Ministerial Association – Christmas Food Hampers     $1,000 
Tilted Brick Gallery Association – Panel Paintings of Flowers     $1,000 

AREA C       
Creston Ministerial Association – Christmas Food Hampers     $1,000 
Ktunaxa Kinbasket Child and Family Services Society – Christmas Gathering   $1,500 

AREA E       
Balfour Senior Citizens Association Branch #120 – Holiday Dinner     $300 
Balfour Senior Citizens Association Branch #120 – Monthly Lunches    $800 

AREA G       
Nelson Police Department – Restorative Action Program SD8     $500 
Ymir Fire Department – LED Light Replacement      $5,000 

SALMO       
Nelson Police Department – Restorative Action Program SD8    $700 

SLOCAN       
Village of Slocan – WE Graham Food Hampers and Food Bank Operations   $550 
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Community Development Grant 

AREA C       
Goat River Residents Association – Bliss Park Playground Maintenance   $3,000 
Neighbours Connecting Neighbours – Storage Facilities for Assets    $2,000 

AREA D       
Ainsworth Fire Prevention Society – Various Truck Expenses    $3,500 
Lardeau Valley Opportunity Links Society – Lardeau Valley Communication Updates  $12,000 
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society – Christmas Hampers   $3,750 
RDCK Service #221 Parks – Glacier Creek Campground Kiosk Build    $9,500 

AREA E       
RDCK Rec10 – Recreation Commission 10 Grant Support     $28,000 

AREA H       
WE Graham Community Service Society – Food Hampers and Food Bank Operations  $4,000 
West Kootenay Permaculture Coop – Social Enterprise Continuation to April 2022  $5,000 

AREA I       
RDCK Castlegar Recreation – Winterfest       $500 

AREA J        
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy – Children and Youth Programming   $3,500 
RDCK Castlegar Recreation – Winterfest       $850 
Robson Recreation Society – Land Survey of Property for Sale    $4,200 
Castlegar Hospice Society – Grief Support       $4,500 

AREA K       
Marilyn Gustafson – Support Gifts for ESS Volunteers     $700 
Nakusp and Area Community Forest – Small Forest Tenure Capacity Building  $5,000 
Nakusp Secondary School – Senior Boys Soccer Provincial Trip     $3,000 
Nakusp Ski Club Association – Hydraulic Distribution Block Replacement    $7,300 

SLOCAN       
Village of Slocan – Wellness Center Grounds Plan       $2,000 

Nakusp and Area K Recreation Commission No.4 

NAKUSP AND AREA K       
Burton Elementary Parent Association Committee – Ski Equipment    $3,845 
Nakusp Elementary School - After school program      $5,000 
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Recreation Commission No.10 

AREA E       
Balfour Seniors Branch – Assistance with fixed costs     $500 
Balfour Seniors Branch – Yoga        $1,110 
Balfour Recreation Commission – Balfour Hall fixed costs     $500 
Balfour Recreation Commission – Balfour Gym fixed costs     $500 
Procter Community Society         $500 
Nelson Nordic Ski Club – Jackrabbits Cross Country Ski Lessons    $914 
Balfour & District Business/Historical Association – St. Michael’s Event Space fixed cost $500 

 
 

 
 

 


